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him a sound smack in the face, which sent him cry-
ing back to his master. She was very angry with,
the "badness of these boys from the town," and she
did not suspect that he had been sent by his master.
Fernando beat the servant boy, and himself went
to Punchi Menika's compound one evening when he
knew that Babun would be watching at the chena.
"Woman," he said, "you have beaten my servant
boy. Why is that?"
"He came here with evil words, aiya."
"Evil words?   A child of eight?"
"Chi, chi. But he came here with evil words and
lies."
"Lies? What did he say? That your face is
very fair, and that all men desire you?"
"Aiya, aiya, do not speak like that. He spoke
shameful words. I cannot tell you what he said."
"Nonsense. You have beaten my servant and
you must tell me why, or I must go to the head-
man."
"Aiyo, why force me to tell what is shameful?"
"What nonsense. Are you a child, then? What
shame is there in words?"
"The boy came here with shameful words, saying
that you desired a woman. He called me to come
to you secretly at night, when my man goes to the
chena."